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• Subscription to the Foundation Center.com to 
access their online directory of over 100,000 
grantmakers. Price $195 - $1,295 per year

• Purchase the latest edition of The Foundation 
Directory, which includes key information 
such as fields of interest and contact 
information on the 10,000 largest grantmakers
in the US. Price $215



OLD METHODS

•Order a copy of the yearly Federal Register including all 
federal government grant opportunities. Price $929

• Conduct free research at The Foundation Center (SF), 
CompassPoint (SF), The Management Center (SF office 
closed), The East Bay Resource Library for Nonprofit 
Success 



NEW METHODS

CONDUCT RESEARCH ONLINE 
FOR FREE



How to Research Online

There are three methods:

1) Conduct a direct search using an online 
search engine such as Google, Yahoo, Bing, search engine such as Google, Yahoo, Bing, 
etc.

2) Use a search engine to search for the websites 
of specific foundations/grantmakers.

3) Search free online grantmaker directories.



1. CONDUCTING A DIRECT SEARCH USING AN ONLINE SEARCH ENGINE

When using an online search engine to research grant opportunities the 
key is the keywords you enter.

For example, if you are a faith-based organization looking for foundations 
that provide grants to organizations that assist those in need of food, that provide grants to organizations that assist those in need of food, 
shelter, and counseling; keywords to enter into the search box would 
include: 

foundations and faith-based

grants and faith-based

foundations and in need of food shelter (narrow search)





CONDUCTING A DIRECT SEARCH USING AN ONLINE SEARCH ENGINE

What you don’t want to do is type these words by themselves

•Foundations

•Grants

•Funding•Funding

•Food and Shelter

You will hit 28,400,00 results, 90% of which will not have anything to do 

with what you need.





2. SEARCH SPECIFIC FOUNDATIONS’ WEBSITES

The power of the world wide web is that we no longer have to 
order expensive publications or online subscriptions to find 
out more about a foundation.

Nearly every single foundation/grantmaker has a website that 
lists:
Nearly every single foundation/grantmaker has a website that 
lists:

� About the foundation 

�Their funding priorities

� How to submit an application

� Contact information



3. CONDUCT RESEARCH ON FREE

GRANTMAKER DIRECTORIES

�These following websites maintain information about U.S. 
grantmakers including a summary of their funding priorities, 
deadlines and contact info.

�Northern California Grantmakers - www.ncg.org 

�Alameda County Social Services  - www.alamedasocialservices.org 

�State of California  - www.ca.gov/grants.html 

�Federal Government - www.grants.gov 


